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CHILD SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT

The Board of Management have now signed off on our Child
Safeguarding Statement. This replaces our previous Child
Protection Policy. The statement was prepared in line with the
new Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary
Schools 2017 and is underpinned by Children First: National
Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 2017. A
copy of the statement is available to view on our website and
the full version including risk assessment can be viewed in the
school. The Designated Liaison Person is Ms. Cathy Timmons
and the Deputy Designated Liaison Person is Mr. Paul O'
Rourke. Our Board of Management are undertaking training for
the new procedures. Whole-staff training was due to take place
during the snow, this training will now take place at a later date
and the BOM are discussing reducing the full day to a half day
closure.

GREEN DAY
This Friday, 16th of March, will be ‘Green Day' in our school.
We had our green schools inspection earlier this week and
we are now gearing up to apply for our second green flag
for energy awareness, under the guidance of Mr. Culligan,
Ms. McQuillan and their green team! On Friday boys can
wear green and we are asking for a €2 donation - €1 of
which will go towards the green school's fund, and the other
€1 to our PA towards their planned activities. Our PA are
also planning to raffle a specially made cake - the winner
will be the boy who guesses the correct weight - 50c per
guess. Good luck!
We are promoting recycling in the school and Ms. McQuillan
is collecting bags of old clothes before and after school,
so if you are spring cleaning be sure to drop them in!
Our amazing green team are: Kevin Barreto da Silva,
Ethan Curran, Carl Lowry, Shane Kelly, Conor Nally,
Mark Redmond, Patrick Larrissy, Oisin Gray, Harry Young,
Sam O' Brien,
Scott Kenny,
Jack Rowley,
Jake Freeman, £
Stephen
McDonald,
Majus
Gabrilaitis and
Bobby
Richardson.

SUPERVISION
Just a quick reminder to parents that although the school
gates are open from approximately 8a.m, formal supervision
doesn't begin until 8.45a.m.

ZEEKO INTERNET SAFETY

The issues surrounding responsible use of the internet
and keeping our kids safe online are a priority. This week
Zeeko, a company that specialises in this area completed
workshops with our 3rd to 6th classes. One of the most
worrying aspects to arise was the use of over 18’s games
- a staggering 52% of our boys had played over 18’s
games regularly. Many pupils reported that there are no
time limits set on their internet usage at home. A large
number of pupils said they have issues with sleeping and
tiredness, which we know is as a result of the blue light
omitted by their devices. We will email you a copy of the
trend report with all the statistics gathered from our
school. We urge parents to show an active and ongoing
interest in what their children are doing online. Your
boy will have received a contract during the sessions
which we ask you to discuss and agree with him. A really
useful link for parents is https://www.webwise.ie

SACRAMENTS
Congratulations to the boys in second class who made
their First Confession last week. Our 6th class boys will
have their Ceremony of Light next Wednesday the 21st
of March at 8pm in the church. They will be joined by our
school choir. Confirmation will then take place on the
20th of April followed by the Communion ceremony on the
19th of May.

ACTIVE SCHOOLS
Our pupils are engaging in a large amount of physical
activity at present. 1st and 2nd class are continuing their
swimming sessions in Ballymun and will have Sedn Cleary
back after Easter for GAA coaching. Our 3rd and 4th
classes begin swimming straight after the Easter break.
4th class are also teaming up with Dublin City Council in
May for expert running coaching with the goal of
competing in the junior park run in Albert College Park.
5th and 6th class are continuing their PE sessions in DCU.
Fifth class are joining up with Pentathlon Ireland to
complete the Laser Run Schools Programme. Our school
soccer feam is now up and running with their first \:%"\
event being the Dublin 5 a side competition. .
A healthy body makes a healthy mind!

EASTER HOLIDAYS

School will be closed from
Monday 26th of March to
Friday 6th of April for the
Easter Holidays and will re-
open on Monday 9th of
April. We hope that you all

have a lovely Easter break.



https://www.webwise.ie

Around the classes...

Room 4
We are having so much fun with our student teacher Ms. Carey!
We've been learning about speech marks and adjectives. We now
know about time and halves in Maths. We learned lots about
Australia, including their coral reefs, Ayers Rock, and their
animals such as kangaroos an koalas. Bobby has been
working hard with the Green team and making sure we
are recycling properly. We love our swimming lessons
and are getting better every week!

Room 6
We are having a great time at our swimming lessons and are
getting very brave in the water. Mr. Rooney comes in every

and Maths. We have been measuring lots of things around the
classroom with our rulers and we were amazed to learn that a

pictures of native Irish trees and their leaves. We are
also reading The Giggler Treatment in class, it is very funny!!

Monday to help out in the class and he has also taught us Science

Room 5
We brought in some photos of us enjoying the recent snow
days during Storm Emma. The snowmen we built were very
impressive!l Congratulations to all the 2™ class boys who made
their First Confession this month. We are working hard to
finish our entries for the An Post/INTO Handwriting
competition. This year's theme is St. Patrick's Day. 1° class are
doing fantastic work during Power Hour each morning. Happy
Birthday to Alex Abbott who fturned 8 this month. Our recent
‘Daltai na Seachtaine’ winners are Qisin, Brian, Kornel agus
Oscar, Maith Sibh! We had great fun performing at -
Assembly this month. We sang 'A Million Dreams'’
from the Greatest Showman.

grey wolf can be up to 2 metres long! We looked at #

Room 9
Fighting Fit February was a great success! Each of us worked
hard to achieve our personal goals and we really noticed an
improvement in our fitness and energy levels. Each day we ran a
lap of the school and throughout the month we enjoyed doing
circuit training and using the Operation Transformation 10@10
videos. We also tried to eat more fruit during the day and
drink more water. We were very interested in finding out
about the lives of the Ancient Egyptians and in particular
the mummification process!! We are very proud of our
projects! In Gaeilge we have just finished learning about
an aimsir and completed a réamhdisnéis na haimsire for
one week. We were surprised fo see just how mixed the
weather is in Ireland. We are enjoying Seachtain na Gaeilge. We
recently started a class novel ‘Harper and the Sea of Secrets'.
We also planned, edited and published reports about our
favourite animals. Well done to our recent student of the week
winners - Kevin, Liam, Dylan and Conor.

Room 8
We recently worked in pairs to create projects about Italy and
it was lots of funl We have been working very hard on our long
multiplication and division in Maths. Our favourite thing to do
each Friday was our Fighting Fit laps around the school,
we could feel ourselves improving each week. We really
enjoyed learning about perspective in Art, looking at
the work of Gustave Caillebotte, and we then made our
very owh masterpieces of flowers in fields. Congratulations to
all our Students of the Week this month: Isaac Coppinger,
Damien Tanase and Hamim Hassan. Happy birthday to Aaron
O’ Hare and Patrick Larrissy who both turned 10 this month.

Room 14
We had no problem completing our laps for 'Fighting Fit February'l
We feel that our health and fitness is extremely important. We
were delighted to get the chance to go to DCU for PE. Our new
class novel, Under the Hawthorn Tree is set back in 1845, during
the period of the great Irish Famine. We found it so interesting
that we created a class mural on the corridor. In Maths we finally
mastered long division and we also learned how to check our
answers through multiplication. Sam Lindsay and Andrew Bruton
travelled to the UK. - Sam watched his beloved Arsenal F.C beat

Everton 5-1. and Andrew went to Watford to see where they made

the HARRY POTTER movies. Belated birthday wishes to
Danila and Harry who both turned 11. Congratulations to

-
. (Y
Logan, Kevin and Ethan who made the school soccer team. a4

Room 12
We are very lucky to have Ms. Smith teaching us for the past 3
weeks. She has done lots of reading and Art with us. We are
currently reading Stuart Little and studying the Egyptians. We
drew the Egyptian Pharaoh Tutankhamun using pastels. We
&

enjoyed singing True Colours for February assembly. We

also decided it would be nice to add in some sign language

with the lyrics. We had great fun in the recent snow. ‘\r
Some of us built snowmen that were taller than '
ourselves! Tadhg and Dragos have birthdays in March. —
Some of us tried out for the school football team last week

and Mr. O’ Rourke was very impressed and he looks forward to
having many of the boys on the feam over the next few years.
Next up for Room 12 will be trials for the hurling and athletics!

Room 13
We have been working really hard recently learning
our division tables. We really enjoyed hearing all
about how the Greek warriors tricked the Trojan
warriors with a wooden horse. We've been trying very hard to
improve our story writing, so we've been reading extra in class
and at home! The competition is very tough for 'Gaelgéir na
Seachtaine' in our class as we are all are using a cipla focal as
gaeilge gach Id. We're also enjoying the other competitions Mr.
O'Rourke has organised for Seachtain Na Gaeilge.

Room 18

We finally finished our 3D recycled art that we have been working

on for the past few weeks. Check out our masterpieces on display
in the halll We are enjoying having Mr. McLoughlin in our class-

room. He is teaching us all about light in science and World War IT

in history. We are even picking up some German in our Faraway
Home novel too! The Ceremony of Light is coming up soon

so we are busy learning about the Fruits and Symbols of

the Holy Spirit in religion.

Room 19
We've enjoyed the lessons we've had with our student teacher,
Ms. Carron. We've studied the Great Famine in History and
started our class novel ‘Under the Hawthorn Tree'. We've
learned lots of interesting facts about Mexico in
Geography. For Art we are planning and desighing St.
Patrick's Day parade floats and look forward to
constructing them.




