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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

Our new Board of Management held their first meeting in
December. Here are a few important updates from that
meeting.

Astro Pitch - With the completion of our extension and so
many other upgrade projects over the last number of years,
the Board is now exploring the possibility of

installing an astro pitch on the main school yard. This
would greatly enhance the experience of the pupils in our
school. There are many aspects to a project of this size:
getting quotes from reputable companies, obtaining
planning permission and of course how the project will be
funded. We have formed a committee in school and are
liaising with our PA. We will give a full update soon.

Admissions Policy - The Board has changed our
admissions policy for the autism class - pupils applying
must be aged at least 6 beginning in the class. This was
previously age 7 and is now in line with the rest of the
school.

Child Safeguarding - This policy was reviewed in line with
the Revised Child Protection Procedures (2023).

The risk assessment and checklist for review were also
completed. The policy is available to view on our website
www.holychildbns.ie

Critical Incident - This policy was also signed off on in the
event that there was an incident involving a member of our
school community.

Emergency Works - An engineering consultant report was
carried out and an application made to the Department to
widen several gateways in order to improve and bring up to
standard the access to both ours and the Girls’ School.

School Improvement - Dublin City Council carried out an
inspection on our new extension and we are delighted that
they have now signed off on the building. We still have a
number of snags to be resolved before the project is
completed. The heating works are complete and we are
delighted with how effective the new system is.

School Photovoltaic Programme - The government recently
announced that they would like to provide grants for the
installation of solar panels in a number of schools including
our area. We are currently getting quotations for our
application and would be thrilled if we were chosen.

We will keep you updated on this.

SCHOOL CLOSURE

Our school is being used as a polling station for the
upcoming referendum on Friday the 8th of March.
We have been directed to close the school on that date.

Just a reminder that as we celebrate St. Brigid’s Day this
week the school will be closed on Monday the Sth of
February for the Bank Holiday weekend.

ATTENDANCE

Our attendance for this year currently stands at 90.6%,
slightly lower than hoped but understandable as there has
been a large amount of sickness recently. We hope this
will improve as the year continues. Any individual cases
involving over 20 days absence will be discussed with our
Educational Welfare Officer who carries out reviews each
term.

STAFFING

We said goodbye to one of our SNAs, Sean Finn, at the
end of December. Sean had been with us for over two
years and was a super member of the team. We wish him
luck in his new career. We also said farewell to Laura
Gordon who is now travelling abroad.

We welcome Ms. Orla Fahy to our team.

Some upcoming activities this term...

We have some lovely trips/activities planned this term
across the classes.

Our 5th and 6th class boys will be starting PE lessons in
DCU soon. We are so lucky to be able to avail of their
facilities each year.

4th/5th/6th class - soccer trials - ongoing

4th class - Dublin Castle - 6th February

Room 19 - Fighting Words Workshop - 27th February
6th Class - Epic Museum - 29th February

4th class - Science Blast RDS - 6th March

5th Class - Custom House - 7th March

The school Green Team recently took part in a
Walkability Audit around the school area. The aim of this
was to identify improvements that can be made to the
most used walking routes to and from our school.

While out doing the audit, the students recorded different
aspects of the walk (e.g. the amount of safe crossings, the
width of the paths, the condition of footpaths). They even
got to use a speed gun to check the driver behaviour

in the area! The boys were accompanied by a Green
Schools Travel Officer from An Taisce and Ms. Corri. It
was a really enjoyable and beneficial outing for the boys!




Around the classes...

We've really enjoyed our first month back after the Christmas
break. We have started our GAA coaching again with Sedn Cleary.
Our classroom is looking very colourful with lots of new artwork this
month. We also started new topics in Maths and are learning
about length and weight. We are looking forward to more
fun activities and discussions in the coming weeks. Happy
birthday to Jake and Noah who both celebrate their
birthdays in January!
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Room 5
We have hit the ground running after the New Year writing an
account of our Christmas break in English, learning how to read a
calendar in Maths & ordering items from a menu in Gaeilge. Ms.
McQuillan has set up a hospital play area in Room 2 for Aistear
which the children are enjoying with their many imaginary injuries,
as well as learning new vocabulary on the topic. In Art,
we celebrated the new year by painting fireworks. We

-

also celebrated Australia Day after Mr Murchan's trip ,{3”5135%
down under by learning about Australia, designing our \;zf**?zg\;
own aboriginal themed boomerangs, trying Tim Tams & )

geﬁin? a kangaroo keyring! We celebrated Catholic T
Schools week by learning "The Bare Necessities' after looking at the

topic of gratitude and desighing cards for our grandparents & loved
ones on Grandparents Day.

Everyone was delighted to see each other again after the ||
Christmas break. We are very lucky to have Mr. Berry in our [|§
classroom this month and have been doing lots of exciting g !
lessons with him. In History, we have loved learning all about &=
Setanta in our Myths and Legends strands. In Maths, we
have been exploring Symmetry, and have drawn and painted
symmetrical pictures and designs in Art. We've also been
learning about euro coins and notes and had great fun pretending to
be shopkeepers and working out the correct change to give to
customers! In Science, we have been exploring Sound, and we made
our own musical instruments with straws - very colourful panpipes!

Room 12

We have been busy in maths learning about decimals and length. We
are really enjoying Power Hour in Literacy and reading new books
every day. We are still reading '"How to Train a Dragon' and find
this book to be really funny. We have been enjoying learning about
balancing and landing in Gymnastics. We particularly enjoyed the
challenge of travelling along an upside down bench. This really
tested our balance. We have been learning about the Vikings and

11, homes in the past in History. We have been learning about the

weather and climate in Geography and magnets in Science.

Room 14
We were very excited o be back after the Christmas break. We
continued where we had left of f with our novel ‘Under the Hawthorn
Tree'. The boys really enjoy engaging with the novel through their
literacy circles each day. In Maths, the boys have been working
hard on their fractions over the past few weeks. We have continued
our healthy eating goals and aspirations going into 2024 with several
lessons on food choices, balanced diets and nutrition in which the
lads have gained a vast knowledge. We furthered our understanding
of nutrition and the journey of food by learning about the digestive
system in Science. Tfne boys even managed to capture a still ?ife
drawing of some of their favorite snacks (apples, pears, bananas)
through observation and use of the shading and blending
techniques they've learned. Additionally, we studied the
artwork and life of Pablo Picasso. The boys created their
own abstract self portraits using his very own technique of
cubism. In History, we have become familiar with how
people lived in 16th century Ireland, learned about the Brehon law
and explored the various battles that took place during this time.
Happy birthday to Zach, Finn, Sedn, Harry and Tyler who celebrated
their birthdays this month!

Room 4 Y
We have been busy celebrating the new year by exploring
the different traditions that countries celebrate, thinking
of new years resolutions and creating firework art using
chalk. We are really enjoying taking part in the new Aistear theme
‘The Hospital' and learning about the different people who work in
a hospital and the different instruments that are used. In PE, we
have been taking part in gymnastics, learning how to bear crawl,
crab walk and do various rolls. We have also been doing Gaelic
football with Sean on Fridays and improving our skills.

Room 6
We have had a super month returning to school so far. We learned
all about procedural writing and using bossy verbs. We even
decorated some delicious cookies using our own recipes! We have
also been learning about 2-D shapes and took part in
some Maths stations, where we played fun Maths

HOSPITAL

ﬁames. This months Aistear theme of the Hospital %E@i, '
as been really enjoyable, and we learned some new  tAtme—mi-ies

words associated with the hospitall A very happy birthday to Juan,
Ismael and Niranjan who celebrated their birthdays this month!

Room 9
The boys in room 9 were very enthusiastic about ‘
returning to the classroom after the Christmas holidays. |
The boys engaged in thoughtful discussions about New
Year's resolutions and they enjoyed sharin? their aims
and goals for 2024. In mathematics, we delved into the world of
multiplication, learning about the skills and processes which will
provide a basis for their future learning. Our history lessons have
transported us to ancient times as we explored the fascinating
story of Setanta. In our Geography, we studied Britain. We
learned about the climate and nature of Britain and the sports and
industries associated with Britain.

Room 13
January has been a very exciting month in Room 13 as we settled
back after the Christmas break. We've been enjoying learning
about procedural writing with a huge focus on recipes. We were
even lucky enough to get the opportunity to apply our knowledge of
procedural writing to following a recipe in class zor yummy Rice
Krispie treats. We've also been exploring the theme
of 'Weather' in Science, Gaeilge and Art. We have
been measuring the rainfall and temperature for the
last week and enjoy discussing any patterns we can see
in the weather and predicting what kind of weather we
mi?h'r see next. In Gaeilge we have especially loved taking on the
role of the weather men and presenting the weather report in
class, it has really improved our confidence in speaking in Irish. We
also attended the Fighting Words Workshop this month, where we
worked together to create a fantastic story called 'Dimension
Hoppers'. We all really enjoyed the day out and had a great
experience getting Dublin Bus to and from the workshop.

|\ WEATHER FORECAST

We have been learning about maps and the work © \ D e
of cartographers. We learned about symbols on <7
maps and how they show the location of key o i 9% N[one

features that may be of interest to visitors. We

created our own maps and symbols and explained our unique
symbols using a key. We created a map of the classroom and used
instructional language to direct others around the room. Coat Row,
Doorset Street & Keane's Lane are some of the places featured
on the map. We have been playing board games every Friday
afternoon to develop our social skills, problem-solving, decision
making and ability to deal with mistakes. In Maths we are working
on fractions, in Gaeilge we are learning about Winter, cardinal
directions and the wind. We are excited to begin PE lessons in
DCU next month.

Room 19
Seomra 19 arrived back in school rejuvenated after 2=
Christmas ready for lots of work. We tackled Fractions and =/
Decimals in our Maths lessons with lots of energy, difficult at the
start but now we are flying. In P.E we are working on our fitness by
using shuttle sprints and time trials. These have been a great asset
in out basketball games, which have been quite competitive. In
Gaeilge we are studying "An Aimsir”. The class are in the process of
designing their own weather forecast "As Gaeilge". Tancu, Joseph,
Simon and Cillian VP have all celebrated their birthdays this month,
Breithld sona diobh boys. Roll on February!

Room 18
Congratulations to Dhanush and Issac who featured on
Ireland AM this week with their badminton club. Fadil
and Dylan are our new prefects and are doing a great
job. We are looking forward to starting our PE sessions
in DCU in February. In Maths we have been learning about
decimals. We had to choose a recipe and cook a dinner for our
family as part of our procedural writing this month. Charlie and
Dhanush both celebrated their birthdays in January. We have
been reading 'Wonder' in class are really enjoying the story.




