
Holy Child Boys’ School   Newsletter  

Larkhill                   March/April 2025 

Easter Holidays  

School will close at 12 noon on Friday the 11th of April for 
the Easter Holidays, and will reopen on Monday the 28th 
of April.   
Boys will have their hot lunches in their 
schoolbag going home on Friday.   
 

We hope you all have a lovely Easter 
break.  

Attendance  
 

We have seen an improvement in our attendance figures this month 

which we are delighted with. We now stand at 89.9% so we are  

getting closer to our target. Our Educational Welfare officer attends 

the school every 6 weeks to monitor the attendance of  specific   

pupils. Thanks you for your support and let’s keep that figure    

moving in the right direction.  

Astro Update  
 

To prepare the yard for the astro installation we have been 

surveying all our drains and carrying out necessary repairs. 

Once that work is complete we will be set to go. The fencing 

is due to arrive on site on the first day of the Easter holidays, 

so fingers crossed we will stay on schedule! 

Standardised testing 
 

Standardised testing for all pupils takes place in May. It is       

important that pupils are in attendance for these tests and for this 

reason we would like to minimise any unnecessary absences.  

Online safety  
 

Ms. McQuillan recently attended an online safety workshop with 

Eoghan Cleary. Some of the stark statistics included:  

• Children who spend 3 hours a day online double the risk of 

suffering from anxiety and depression 

• Children who spend more than 5 hours a day online are 71% 

more likely to have suicidal thoughts 

• Young boys are showing more signs of misogyny  due to 

online content they are consuming 

• Children are fearing meeting people in person because of 

content they’ve seen online 

• 83% of children say they have no restrictions on their tablets 

and can have them in their bedrooms 

PLEASE  

• Keep gaming devices, phones and tablets in communal areas, 

not in bedrooms 

• Communicate with children about what they’re watching 

• Don’t let children use headphones when they are speaking 

through gaming platforms  

• Consider switching off wi-fi for periods of the day 

• Where possible listen to the conversations they are having 

online and with their friends 

• Where your child needs the phone for safety there are        

alternatives such as imoo, explora  

• Webwise.ie has useful information for parents  

Green Schools  
 

Our Green Team had a very important meeting with our 

Green Schools Travel Officer from An Taisce during March. 

The purpose of the meeting was to assess the ideas and     

actions we have been working on during our Travel theme 

and it was one part of  our application for our Green School 

Travel Flag. The Green Team discussed how we have been 

promoting sustainable travel through encouraging walking, 

cycling, scooting or park ‘n’ striding to school, by             

discouraging engine idling and by educating each other about 

general road safety. Our Travel Officer, Ellen, was very    

impressed with the Green Team’s answers to her questions so 

fingers crossed we are well on our way to receiving another 

Green Schools flag! 

Soccer update  

Our school soccer team are in league action at present and 

have an impressive 3 wins under their belts. They have been 

doing a great job representing our school showing             

determination, resilience and superb gamesmanship.          

Mr. Nolan and Mr. O’ Rourke have been excellent trainers. 

They were defeated in their last game unfortunately, but they 

still go through to the semi-finals based on the results of their       

previous games. We wish them the best of luck!  

Bí Cinealta  
 

In March we had a half day to facilitate staff training on the 

new anti-bullying framework - Bí Cinealta - we are now   

devising our new policy based on these guidelines. To inform 

our policy we will be collecting data from pupils, parents and 

staff. This will be done through surveys which you will     

receive after the Easter break. Our new policy will go the the 

Board in June ready for full implementation in the 2025/2026 

school year.  

Be Sun Smart  

Now that the weather has improved and we are 

getting more sunshine the HSE has asked schools to remind 

parents about the importance of  protecting skin when outside 

in the sun. They recommend wearing a wide-brimmed hat 

that protects the face, neck and ears. The easiest way to    

protect children’s skin from UV radiation is to follow the 

SunSmart 5 S’s -  

Slip on clothing that covers your skin; Slop on sunscreen; 

Slap on a wide-brimmed hat; Seek shade, especially between 

11am and 3pm); Slide on sunglasses.  



 

Room 6  
 In maths, we have been working hard to understand time. To help with 
this, each student made their own clock, which made learning about 
hours and minutes both fun and hands-on. We’ve also started exploring 
the topic of persuasive writing, where we are learning how to express 
our opinions clearly and convincingly. We also explored the topic of  
electricity, discussing its uses both in school and at home, as well as the 
importance of safety around it. The boys have been very thoughtful in 
considering the dangers involved. Additionally, we looked at historical 
pictures of O'Connell Street in Limerick, comparing how it appeared in 
the past to how it looks today. This sparked great discussions about the 
rapid changes happening in the world around us. Some of us also made 
our First  Confessions in preparation for our First Communion which is in 
May! It’s been a busy, productive, and exciting time in Room 6! 

Room 17  
It's been all go in Room 17 for the past few weeks.  We recently 
visited Ballymun Library as part of a BLAST (Ballymun Literary and 
Sports Times) event. It was very exciting to get to meet the author 
Natasha Mac a 'Bhaird who talked to us about her new book on Shay 
Given and told us all about the life of an author.  A very inspiring 
trip for the many book lovers and sports enthusiasts in our class! 
We've also been busy celebrating  Pancake Tuesday, World Book 
Day, St. Patrick's Day and Seachtain na Gaeilge in school. We've 
enjoyed eating pancakes, doing lots of themed arts and crafts    
activities, taking part in 'Snuggle Up and Read Day' and learning 
and  singing 'Amhrán na bhFiann'.  We all made a brilliant effort at 
speaking more Gaeilge lately and we say well done to Kaavish for 
winning 'Gaeilgeoir na Míosa' in our class!  

Room 13  
We have been learning lots of fun things with Ms. O’ Connor. In 
history we have been learning about the Great Famine. In Art, 
we made models of workhouses that were used during the    
famine. In literacy we have been reading Under the Hawthorn 
Tree, which is all about a family trying to survive during that 
time. This month we presented our assembly for senior classes 
and our theme was the Irish language and History. We really 
enjoyed sharing what we had learned. We also went on a trip to 
Casino Marino where we learned lots of interesting historical 
facts. It was so much fun! 

Room 19  
March was a month that we really enjoyed. We started our new class 
novel The Guns of Easter which most of the class found to be an exciting 
read. As part of ‘Seachtaine na Gaelige’ we worked on our ‘Seanfhocal’ 
meanings. ‘We ran a Comortas’ to see who could design the best one. 
There was some fantastic work handed in. We also learned some ‘Céilí’ 
dances. A ‘Céilí’ is traditional Irish dancing. We were so good that we had 
a ‘Céilí’ with other classes! In Maths we have been concentrating on the 
topics of weight and time. In History we have been researching about 
the 1916 Rising, why it started and the effects it had. We also put in a 
lot of  preparation for our Confirmation and really enjoyed our big day. 
Happy Easter from R19. Beannachtaí na  Cásca oraibh!! 

Room 18  
Comhghairdeas to all the boys in Room 18 who were recently       
confirmed. The sun shone down on the boys on the Friday morning 
and they had a wonderful celebration in the Church of the Holy 
Child. Well done also to all the boys who have recently completed 
their entrance exams to their respective secondary schools. In class 
we have just finished the emotional rollercoaster that is The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas. We have been learning about the 1916 rising 
and we created some wonderful projects which are on display     
outside our classroom.  

Room 5  
We have been very busy this month. We loved having Ms. Ferguson as 
our teacher and were very sad when she left. In Maths we have been 
learning about time and length. We have been measuring lots of items! 
In English we have been writing stories and creating menus. We have 
been reading about The Children of Lir and we got to meet the evil 
Queen Aoife and ask her lots of questions! Congratulations to Grayson 
who was our Gaeilgeoir of the Month. We had a wonderful outing to 
Ellenfield Park last week and had a nature scavenger hunt. We’ve all 
been  working really hard and we are looking forward to our Easter 
break.  

Room 9  
We have had a busy time in Room 9, we have been learning about  
mountains all over the world in Geography and we have completed our 
explanation writing pieces in English. We have started our new class 
novel Kensuke’s Kingdom and we are enjoying it so far, it is an          
adventure story! We also have been creating some lovely spring art 
projects, like Easter Bunny  Zentangles and Spring Flower Bouquets. 
Happy birthday to Jaxson and Alex this month! We are really enjoying 
the lovely weather and playing outside in the bright evenings.   

Room 14  
March got off to a sweet start as we enjoyed delicious pancakes in the 
Lark! We learned Amhrán na bhFiann and made a huge effort to speak 
Irish throughout Seachtain na Gaelige. Our hard work paid off as we 
proudly won the display award for our classroom! Our PE lessons in DCU 
and our GAA coaching with Anto have been fantastic. As they come to an 
end we’ve now started our athletics strand of PE and are working on our 
running, jumping and throwing skills. In Maths we put our measuring skills 
to the test and even held our own ‘Measurement Olympics’ which was 
great fun! We studied France in Geography and completed brilliant    
projects showcasing famous landmarks, food, culture and much more.   
We created some lovely Eiffel Tower-inspired artwork to tie in with our   
projects. We learned about Daniel O’ Connell in History as well as      
completing our famine projects. A recent big highlight for us was our trip 
to Casino Marino where we really enjoyed exploring and learning all about 
the building’s fascinating history and hidden features.  

Room 12 
It’s been a busy and exciting time in Room 12! In Maths, we’ve been 
learning about weight, length, area, and 3D shapes. The boys have been 
engaging really well with these topics and applying their knowledge in 
practical ways. We recently enjoyed a fantastic trip to Ballymun  
Library, where we learned about the process of writing a book - from 
the first idea to the finished copy on the shelf!  In Gaeilge, we’ve made 
a big  effort to use the language throughout the day, integrating it into 
Music, PE and Art. It’s been lovely to see the boys growing in confidence 
with their spoken Irish. The class are really enjoying their weekly  
Spanish lessons with Ms Poaty - imuy bien, chicos! Finally, we’ve been 
diving into more challenging STEM activities, encouraging teamwork and 
problem-solving through hands-on projects. The boys have really risen 
to the challenge! Well done to all for the great work! 

Room 4  
We have had a super month and been working really hard in class.  
In Maths we have been learning about time and An Cháisc in Gaeilge. 
We made some beautiful Easter bunny art using oil pastels. We also 
managed to fit in a trip to Ellenfield Park where we went on a  
scavenger hunt to look for signs of spring! In English we have started 
reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl, which we 
are really enjoying. After all our hard work this month, we won a 
chocolate biscuit party from our Dojo points!  

 

Room 8 

We made a real effort to speak as much Irish as possible following the 
success of Seachtain na Gaeilge. We’ve also been enjoying creating  love-
ly art for St. Patrick’s Day, Mother’s Day and Easter. In SESE, we’ve 
been learning about the human body, modes of transport and   rainfor-
ests!. We look forward to our French lessons every Tuesday with Mad-
ame Farrelly and we had a French breakfast of croissants, chocolat 
chaud and pastries last week! We are enjoying getting out for reading 
and outdoor lessons in the sunny weather and we are really looking   for-
ward to enjoying our Easter holidays before we head into the last term 
of the year! 

Room 3  
We have had a very busy and exciting month in Room3. We had Ms. Mc 
Fadden teaching for part of each day and the boys really enjoyed the 
different lessons and activities which she planned. We had a Spring 
Nature Walk to Ellenfield and saw signs of Spring. We were learning 
about caring for babies and even had a baby in for a class visit which 
was a very different experience during our school day! To finish off a 
very busy month we were in charge of assembly and the boys did  
excellently in speaking to the large crowd, performing a piece on tin 
whistle and singing Amhrán na bhFiann.   


